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10 July 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
Xeneca Power Development Inc. 
5255 Yonge Street, Suite 1200 
Toronto, Ontario 
M2N 6P4 
By Email: MHolmes@xeneca.com 
  ErinCalder@gmail.com  
 
Attention: Mark Holmes, Vice President, Corporate Affairs  

Erin Calder, Chair, Vermilion Stakeholders Advisory Committee 
   
 
Re:  Vermilion Stakeholders Advisory Committee 
   
 
At our 13 June 2012 Vermilion River Stewardship meeting, the following Motion was passed: 
 

We the members of Vermilion River Stewardship call for the resignation of Dr. Charles 
Ramcharan from the Vermilion Stakeholders Advisory Committee, due to a clear conflict of 
interest reflected in the Minutes of Meeting #2, dated 26 April 2012, where it was recorded, 
“Charles discussed research ideas with Graeme and potential research projects with 
Xeneca.  Charles is also asking Xeneca for sponsorship for a seminar series and 
scholarships for a new Environmental Science Program.”   
 
If the resignation does not occur we will have our Chair, Linda Heron, resign from the 
Vermilion Stakeholders Advisory Committee. 
 
We also have concern over the lack of meeting protocol when, at the 26 April 2012 Vermilion 
Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting, “most people signed” the proposed Terms of 
Reference without a formal vote or approval by members of the Committee. 
 
We request formal meeting protocols be followed as we are amongst the stakeholders of the 
Vermilion River and need to have clarity of the meeting procedures. 
 
Moved by Sheri Johnson Purdon, Seconded by Ron Basso - Unanimous Vote - Carried. 
 

On the following two occasions I expressed my concerns about VSAC members receiving any 
funding from Xeneca for studies or bursaries as it would be a clear conflict of interest, and could not 
happen:   
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 4 May 2012 – After Charles Ramcharan mentioned doing a possible study for 
Xeneca in the 26 April 2012 VSAC meeting, I telephoned Charles, and expressed my 
concern of it being a clear conflict of interest for him to undertake a study for Xeneca 
regarding the hydroelectric proposals, however, he did not agree, and said it is done 
all the time. 

 22 May 2012 – In this VSAC meeting I stated my objections very firmly to any study 
deal, or money exchange, between Xeneca and Charles, Grahem Spiers or 
Laurentian University, as it would be a clear conflict of interest, was inappropriate, 
and could not happen.  Charles, Grahem and Mark Holmes all disagreed with me, 
and said it was “done all the time”, and was “not a problem”. 

 
I have since requested the Minutes of this 22 May 2012 VSAC meeting from Erin on two separate 
occasions, but still have not received them, and not even had a response on my last request.  This is 
unacceptable, and illustrates the irresponsible manner in which this Committee is being run. 
 
With regards to the Terms of Reference for the VSAC Committee, there was never any discussion of 
its contents, other than the fact that I would be forwarding them to our VRS lawyer for review.  There 
was never a vote taken, or approval given by the Committee members, and yet according to the 26 
April 2012 Minutes, several people signed the Terms of Reference that night.  I was totally unaware 
of this until after the 22 May 2012 meeting, or I would have addressed it at that time.  The February 
and April Minutes were not sent out until just a few hours before this meeting and I was not in my 
office so did not see them until after the meeting.  This lack of proper meeting protocol is 
unacceptable, and any signed Terms of Reference would be invalid without having been formally 
discussed, voted on, and approved at a VSAC meeting. 
   
VSAC members are charged with advising and making recommendations to Xeneca, and if it is 
determined that more studies are required, then it us up to Xeneca to hire independent consultants.   
 
If Charles is not removed from the VSAC, and meeting protocols and follow-up tightened, I will 
provide you with my own resignation.   There is no point in my involvement in a Committee that is 
tainted by conflicts of interest, or that is not run in a professional manner. 
 
I await your response. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 
 
Attachments: 26 April 2012 – VSAC Minutes of Meeting 
 
Cc: Charles Ramcharan, Laurentian University - cramcharan@laurentian.ca   
 Grahem Spiers, Laurentian University - gspiers@laurentian.ca  
 The Honourable Michael Gravelle, Minister of Natural Resources- Minister.mnr@ontario.ca 
 The Honourable Jim Bradley, Minister of Environment - Minister.moe@ontario.ca 
 The Honourable Christopher Bentley, Minister of Energy – CBentley.mpp@liberal.ola.org  

France Gelinas, NDP MPP – Fgelinas-co@ndp.on.ca 
Glenn Thibeault, NDP MP - Glenn.Thibeault@parl.gc.ca  
Mayor Marianne Matichuk, City of Sudbury - Mayor@greatersudbury.ca  
Jacques Barbeau, Councillor, Ward 2 - Jacques.Barbeau@greatersudbury.ca  
Laurie Brownlee, EA Planner, MOE - Laurie.Brownlee@ontario.ca 
Bob Robinson, Renewable Energy Planner, MNR - Bob.l.Robinson@ontario.ca 



Vermilion Stakeholder Advisory Committee 
 

 Meeting #2, April 26, 2012 
Living With Lakes Centre, Room W-112 

 
 
 

Minutes 
 
Committee Members 

 
Present  
Charles Ramcharan Laurentian University 
Graeme Spiers  Laurentian University 
Amy Henson  Science North 
Tom Brown  Recreation Canoeing Ontario Rivers 
Linda Herson  Greater Sudbury Watershed Alliance  
Erin Calder  Xeneca 
Felix Delongchamp Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
 
Meeting started at 7:15 
 
-Linda Presented 'Our Source Water is Under Threat' power point presentation on the problems with 
hydro electric and the number of proposals and rivers earmarked for hydro electric dams.  Potential 
problems include decreasing water levels throughout the area and the lack of plans for the 
decommissioning of older dams in the present proposals. 
 
-Additional negative impacts from the dams include the impact on the environment, fish kills from 
turbines, holding back water for peak times and the potential for increase Blue Green Algae events.  
 
-Xeneca indicated that there was no sturgeon located in the river, Cold Water Consulting has been 
contracted from the MNR to conduct surveys in the Wabigishik area to determine if they are present. 
 
-The MNR thinks the environmental effects will be felt all the way to the Spanish River and potentially 
Espanola.  
 
-Charles spoke about the terms of reference, everyone received a copy and most people signed and 
handed it to Erin. Linda will show the terms of reference to her lawyer to review. 
 
-Charles will start a website that will include a blog or discussion area as well as updated documents 
and presentations (Mark and Linda's). Erin will also have access and will upload papers and files to the 
site as needed.  
 
-Charles discussed research ideas with Graeme and potential research projects with Xeneca. 
-Charles is also asking Xeneca for sponsorship for a seminar series and scholarships for a new 
Environmental Science Program.  
 



The next meeting will take place May 22 from 7-9 at the Living with Lakes Centre. 
 
Meeting ended at 9:15 
 
 
*Questions for Xeneca 
Compiled from the meeting and from Linda Heron.  
 
1.      When will is the Environmental Report and Notice of Completion expected to be submitted by 
Xeneca? 

2.      What will the head be - there was mention that it could be 6 meters or more? 

3.      How do you measure the head - height of water from the top of the turbines - base of the river - or 
what? 

4.      What will the man-made increase in water levels be at any given time as a result of the proposed 
dam? 

5.      What will be the maximum hourly/daily fluctuation of water levels on Wabagishik Lake - 
especially during the low flow summer months from mid-July to end of October? 

6.      If there are conflicting issues with MNR & MOE regarding (Q80), how is Xeneca going to go 
froward on the environmental issues? 

7.      MNR suspects the zone of influence could be all the way out to the Spanish River, and beyond - 
so how is Xeneca going to go forward? 

8.      Is Xeneca conducting field studies all the way out to the confluence of the Vermilion with the 
Spanish? 

9.      Exactly where is the new Wabigishik dam going to be located? 

10.  Will Xeneca conduct silt sampling of river-bottom sediments for heavy metals & chemicals? 

11.  What will be the design of the facilities with regard to safety - for existing canoe portages? 

12.  What are the plans for compensation when there once were recreational rapids and after a dam is 
built there will not? 

13.  What will be the signage or safety features for paddlers that will indicate when a dam is 
downstream? 

14.  What will warnings will be used when the dam will be releasing water? 

15.  How will Xeneca protect the Public from the several times daily increased flow velocity and water 
level changes? 

16.  How will this frequent fluctuation in water flow velocity and levels affect ice safety throughout the 
winter months? 

17.  Why are you using flow measurements from the Wanapitei River when there are flow 
measurements available for the Vermilion River at Val Caron and Lorne Falls? 

18.  Has Xeneca been taking flow measurements at each of the proposed dam locations on the 
Vermilion River since 2009? 



19.  How accurate are your LiDAR & Bathymetric conclusions when your data relies on Google Earth 
aerial photography, estimating depths based on water color and surface turbulence? 

20.  If Xeneca is guessing at the depth and contours - then how accurate are your assumptions that the 
proposed structure would maintain normal operating levels and flows up to a 1:100 year flood when 
this conclusion is based on guesswork? 

21.  Has Xeneca established the current base mercury levels in fish tissue? 

22.  How many hectares of newly inundated area on Wabagishik Lake will be affected? 

23.  How many hectares will be wetland? 

24.  Has Xeneca predicted the amount of increase in mercury levels in fish tissue after the proposed 
dam? 

25.  What will be the minimum amount of water flow released at all times through or over/ the dam? 

26.  What will be the minimum and maximum flow velocity - and the maximum increase - over how 
long? 

27.  What will be the ramping speed and over what time? 

28.  Will there be any navigation problems downstream when water is being held back? 

29.  What are all the risks to public health and safety? 

30.  How many months of the year will there be intermittent peaking operations? 
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