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8 August 2012 
 
The Greater Sudbury Source Protection Committee 
c/o Conservation Sudbury 
200 Brady Street, Sudbury, ON P3E 5K3 
Email: sourcewater@greatersudbury.ca  
Fax: (705) 674-7939 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
Re: Proposed Source Protection Plan for the Greater Sudbury Protection Area 
 
The Vermilion River Stewardship (VRS) is grateful for the opportunity to comment on the 
Proposed Source Protection Plan for the Greater Sudbury Protection Area. 
 
VRS recommends the following: 
 

1. Enhanced stormwater protection standards for the Ramsey Lake subwatershed. 
Enhanced stormwater protection to remove 80% of phosphorus, compared to 50% with 
current standards.  Phosphorus is the limiting nutrient for blue-green algae, which is 
toxic and a recognized threat to drinking water from Ramsey Lake. 

2. Subwatershed study, Stormwater Management Plan, and a phosphorus budget for 
Ramsey Lake within 1 year of the Source Protection Plan being adopted. 
Despite over 1000 new residences approved for construction in the Ramsey Lake 
watershed, there is no information to assess the cumulative effect on this drinking water 
source for 60,000 people. These studies are required to protect our drinking water 
source, and this proposed Source Protection Plan has pushed back the requirement for a  
Stormwater Management Plan for another five years. 

3. Require Low Impact Development in the Ramsey Lake subwatershed. 
Low Impact Development uses green infrastructure and other strategies to manage 
storm water at the source, reducing the amount of stormwater, and improving water 
quality.  Water quality has continued to degrade with conventional storm water 
management only. 

4. Strengthen policies controlling road salt. 
Salt levels are already high in Ramsey Lake. Despite this, salt from residential use is 
addressed only with education in this Proposed Source Protection Plan. 
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5. Require larger vegetative buffers, and maintain vegetation on ground water recharge 
areas. 
Vegetative buffers help protect water quality and should be mandated in this document. 

6. Address heavy metals in stormwater run-off entering drinking water sources. 
Sudbury has over 100 years of mining history, with a comprehensive and recognized 
Sudbury Soil Study documenting heavy metal contamination of soil.  Effective 
stormwater management is essential to safe drinking water. 

7. Consider upcoming development threats to public and private drinking water. 
a. The Cliffs chromite smelter poses a significant threat to water quality and water 

quantity.  Hexavalent chromium is a known carcinogen, and the processing of 
chromite will require large amounts of water.  Effluent and emission discharges 
are of primary concern. 

b. The hydroelectric dams proposed for the Vermilion River watershed and currently 
going through the approvals process pose a significant threat to public and 
private drinking water.  There are numerous government studies listing the many 
negative impacts on water quality and water quantity. 

8. Recognize “Modified run-of-river” hydroelectric dams as a significant threat to 
drinking water quality and quantity. 
There are Environment Canada and MNR studies detailing the numerous negative 
impacts on water quality and water quantity, resulting from these types of hydroelectric 
peaking facilities.  This is a risk that should be recognized and included in this Plan. 

9. Cumulative effects of wastewater treatment facilities effluent discharge. 
The cumulative effects of the five wastewater treatment facilities releasing treated, 
untreated and undertreated effluent into the Vermilion River Watershed, above the 
public water intake at Cascade Falls, should be identified and addressed as a significant 
risk to healthy drinking water. 

10. Private water intakes protected under the Clean Water Act. 
VRS cannot let this opportunity pass without reinforcing our request for all private water 
intakes to be protected under the Clean Water Act. 

 
VRS recognizes the major contribution Conservation Sudbury has made to ensuring clean and 
healthy drinking water for Sudburians, as well as the significant advancements made through 
this Proposed Source Protection Plan.  
   
We look forward to your response! 

Sincerely, 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 
 
Cc: Lesley Flowers, Chair, GSWA - lesleyf@xplornet.com 
 Naomi Grant, Chair, Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury - grant_naomi@hotmail.com  
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