Healthy Environments

Strong Communities

About Us

How You Can Help

Vermilion River Stewardship (VRS) is a Not-

If you would like to help VRS in its initiatives to ensure a

for-Profit organization, acting as a voice for

clean, healthy and sustainable river ecosystem for present

the Vermilion River and its Watershed. VRS is

and future generations, then please join our membership.

working to build partnerships and strategic
alliances with communities, organizations and
industry to ensure clean and healthy water
quality and a balanced and sustainable

Membership includes:
1. Regular email updates about current issues.
2. Notification of events, speakers, meetings, etc.

ecosystem.
We are interested in any and all development

3. The satisfaction of knowing you are helping with VRS
initiatives.

impacting on the Vermilion’s interconnecting

Memberships: Individual $20 or Family $25

lakes, rivers, wetlands, springs and streams.

We also welcome contributions.

We welcome new members and encourage
our community to get involved with water
advocacy.

Fishable

Swimmable

Drinkable

Vermilion River Stewardship
379 Ronka Road
Worthington, ON
P0M 3H0

Wabagishik Rapids, on the Vermilion River

Phone:
E-mail:
Website:

705-866-1677
info@VermilionRiverStewards.ca
www.VermilionRiverStewards.ca

Community Supporting a
Healthy, Natural and Sustainable
River Ecosystem

Queen’s University

University of Ontario Institute of Technology

Conservation Sudbury

Eutrophication

What You Can Do

Stormwater and agricultural run-off, leaking septic systems,

 Ensure proper shoreline vegetative buffers—15 meters,

waste water effluent, and erosion of shorelines all contribute

 Avoid fertilizers containing phosphorus,

to nutrient enrichment in our streams, lakes and rivers.

 Maintain 30 m development setbacks,

Phosphorus and nitrogen are the nutrients which feed the

 Use phosphorus free soaps and detergents,

growth of algae and other aquatic plant life, such as Eurasian

 Have your septic system inspected once every 5 years,

Our Challenges

milfoil. This plant life eventually decays and creates a cycle

 Pump out septic tanks once every 2 to 3 years,

of more nutrient enrichment.

 Protect wetlands as they act as a natural buffer and are

Climate change brings with it uncertain challenges for the

Internal loading can also contribute when phosphorus that is

future. We have already seen weather extremes ranging

normally bound in the sediment is released into the surface

from drought and low flow conditions to extreme rain and

water. This can happen in late fall when warm surface water

flooding .

mixes with cool bottom water—or whenever mixing occurs.

Sediment Core Sampling on Wabagishik Lake—Queen’s University

very effective at improving water quality, and
 Test drinking water quality frequently.

Our Volunteers

The Vermilion River is also challenged with 9 waste water

The Vermilion River Stewardship is a community of volunteers

treatment facilities. Extreme rain events can overwhelm our

working together to preserve and protect the natural beauty,

wastewater treatment facilities that were not built for

health, and balance of the Vermilion River. We are address-

climate change, and can result in treated, undertreated and

ing the entire Vermilion River Watershed, which has numer-

untreated effluent being released into our creeks and rivers.

ous existing and proposed development pressures, including
mining, hydroelectric, residential and agricultural.

In 2011, 2012 and 2013 the Vermilion River and its
connecting lakes have had blue-green algae blooms

There is no shortage of challenges, and the role of VRS is to

confirmed - even during the winter months.

advocate, problem solve, work together to prevent further

What VRS is Doing About it

Blue-Green Algae (BGA)

degradation, and to ensure the Vermilion River’s waters are
fishable, swimmable and drinkable.

 BGA blooms can appear in late summer or early fall.

In response to our many environmental challenges, VRS

 Nutrients - phosphorus & nitrogen fuel algae growth.

applied for and received a $103,200 Ontario Trillium

 BGA thrives in warm, shallow & slow moving water.

Foundation grant to undertake a 2 year Lower Vermilion

 Water may look like bright blue-green pea soup.

Source Water Quality Monitoring Project. The purpose of the

 Can be toxic to humans, pets and wildlife.

Project is to characterize the entire lower Vermilion River to

 Do not boil, drink, bath, sauna or swim in affected water.

identify the factors affecting water quality and water

 Home filtration systems do not safely remove toxins.

quantity, and ultimately to recommend a course of action to

 If you suspect a bloom avoid skin exposure, and

key decision makers. Our report is due in March 2015, and

 Call Sudbury District Health Unit—at 705 522-9200

will outline our findings and recommendations.

 Call our Algae Phone Tree—at 705 866-1677

We invite you to join us in our mission!

Volunteer with technician on phytoplankton survey of Simon Lake—UOIT

Volunteers are at the core of Vermilion River Stewardship’s success.

