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For Immediate Release:  23 April 2015 
Sudbury Takes Strong Action to Protect its Citizens 

 
The City of Greater Sudbury has provided a Sewer Bypass Alert Notification, whereby you can 

register to receive email notification whenever there is a sewage bypass or wastewater overflow 

at any of their wastewater treatment facilities.     

 

The Vermilion River Stewardship (VRS) lobbied for this real-time Alert to ensure those families 

relying on the receiving lakes and rivers for their household water and/or recreational activities 

are notified whenever a bypass occurs, and can take appropriate action.   

 

You are encouraged to register here to receive Alerts when a sewage bypass or spill occurs.  All 

bypass events will be posted at this location for a period of 7 days after the bypass has ended. 

Monthly bypass and overflow reports are also available on the Stewardship page. 

 

A sewage bypass can occur when equipment malfunctions or, as is becoming more and more 

common, during extreme rain events when wastewater facilities can become overwhelmed from 

the extraneous inflow and infiltration of stormwater into the system. 

 

Citizens must ensure their eve trough downspouts are not connected to the sewer system, as 

this is a major cause for the need to bypass wastewater, and these hook-ups are illegal.  If 

extreme flows are not bypassed, sewers can back up into basements, and private property and 

wastewater infrastructure can be damaged. 

 

"The VRS wishes to thank the City of Greater Sudbury, Jacques Barbeau, Michael Vagnini, and 

Sudbury Water/Wastewater staff for taking strong action to protect the health and safety of its 

citizens", said Linda Heron, Chair of the VRS.   

The City of Greater Sudbury is only the second City in Ontario to take action on this important 

issue, and is working diligently to correct the inflow and infiltration challenges. 

VRS is a Not-for-Profit grassroots organization with a mission to act as a voice for the Vermilion 
River and its watershed.  VRS works to build partnerships and strategic alliances with all other 
interested parties, communities, stewardships, organizations and industry to ensure clean and 
healthy water quality, and a balanced and sustainable ecosystem and natural habitat 
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For additional information contact:   
Linda Heron  
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship                                    
705-866-1677 
INFO@VermilionRiverStewards.ca 
www.VermilionRiverStewards.ca 
 
 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 
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