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379 Ronka Rd. 

Worthington, ON 
P0M 3H0 

 (705) 866-1677 
Info@VermilionRiverStewards.ca 

VermilionRiverStewards.ca 
 
 

1 September 2017 
 
To: Greater City of Sudbury Mayor and Council 

By email: Clerks@GreaterSdubury.ca  
 
Re: Wirtanen Road Access to Vermilion River Properties 
 
Dear Mayor and Council: 
 
The Vermilion River Stewardship is writing to request that Council support the Motion to 
maintain jurisdiction and maintenance over the Wirtanen Road and stub, and all other Trespass 
Roads throughout the Greater City of Sudbury. 
 
Wirtanen Road and its stub “trespass road” have been used by property owners on a continuing 
basis over the last 100 years to access their properties on the other side of the Vermilion River 
(Vermilion), and until very recently, the municipality has maintained jurisdiction over these 
roads. However, since September of 2015, long-time property owners have been denied free 
and unencumbered access to their properties on the other side of the Vermilion, through 
Wirtanen Road and its stub. 
 
There are numerous permanent and seasonal homes located on the other side of the 
Vermilion, and many with no means of access, other than through a public trespass road.  Early 
on, it didn’t matter on which side of the river people settled, because the river was the road, 
and consequently, there are also several farms located on the other side of the Vermilion.  
 
A very workable system was developed to allow the necessary access to these properties 
through these public trespass roads, and municipalities were legislated to maintain these roads 
in lieu of taxes since at least the mid 1960s. 
 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and the United Walleye Club were also using 
the Wirtanen Road access on a regular basis until the property owners were denied access. 
 
The Vermilion River Stewardship is requesting that the Greater City of Sudbury not abandon 
these property owners, but instead recognize this essential point of access to homes and 
cottages on the other side of the Vermilion River and confirm jurisdiction over these public 
access roads to ensure they are maintained and kept open. 
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We thank you for your consideration in this important matter! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 


