
October 19, 2018 

 

Input to the 2019 City of Greater Sudbury municipal budget 
 

We Citizens Climate Lobby – Sudbury, Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury, the Foodshed Project, 

Friends of Sudbury Transit, Greater Sudbury Watershed Alliance, Junction Creek Stewardship 

Committee, Ramsey Lake Stewardship Committee, reThink Green, Sudbury Cyclists Union, 

Sudbury Shared Harvest, and Vermilion River Stewardship respectfully make the following 

submission to the 2019 City of Greater Sudbury municipal budget. 

 

We are local organizations that work to improve our community.  We are citizens who walk, 

cycle, take transit, enjoy trails and greenspaces, drink clean water, grow and eat local food, and 

care about the future in light of risks posed by climate change. 

 

We submit that the following items that are prioritized by the local environmental community 

rank highly in terms of Strategic Priority, as well as Financial Considerations, Risk Management 

and/or Asset Renewal, and should be funded as priority projects in the 2019 municipal budget. 

 

1.  Climate Change 

Climate change has large financial and quality of life impacts, with important considerations for 

risk management and asset renewal. 

 

We recommend that completion and implementation of Greater Sudbury’s Energy and 

Emissions Plan and Climate Change Adaptation Plan be funded in the 2019 and subsequent 

municipal budgets. 

 

We also recommend that Natural Assets be included in the City’s Asset Renewal planning.  

Natural assets such as green spaces, wetlands, waterbodies, and forested areas provide 

important services such as flood protection, cooling, improvement of water quality, and 

drinking water sources and source protection that will be even more important as climate 

change impacts increase, while also being at increased risk from climate change.  These natural 

services are extremely expensive to replace with built infrastructure. 

 

2.  Water quality and natural environment 

Water quality is vital for drinking water sources, recreation and tourism, and the health of our 

ecosystems.  Council’s strategic plan prioritizes completing watershed studies.  

 

We recommend that completion and implementation of Greater Sudbury’s subwatershed 

studies and plans and Water and Wastewater Master Plan be funded in the 2019 and 

subsequent municipal budgets. 



This should include low impact development, green infrastructure, and protection of natural 

assets such as wetlands, green spaces and shorelines.  Healthy land = healthy water. 

 

We also recommend that implementation of enhanced salt management plans, and 

education and enforcement for private salt management plans be funded in the 2019 

municipal budget. 

Salt is a significant risk for Ramsey Lake, a drinking water source for 40% of Sudbury residents. 

 

3. Transportation 

Mobility is essential to quality of life and to a City’s economy.   Council’s strategic plan 

prioritizes providing quality multimodal transportation alternatives to connect neighbourhoods 

and communities.   

 

We recommend that completion and/or implementation of Greater Sudbury’s Transit Action 

Plan; Transit Master Plan; Transportation Demand Management Plan; Complete Streets 

Policy; Complete Streets Guidelines; Road Safety Audit (use to improve road safety); Sidewalk 

Priority Index (use to fill gaps in the sidewalk network); and sustainable transportation 

elements of the Transportation Master Plan be funded in the 2019 and subsequent municipal 

budgets. 

With the cancellation of Ontario’s Cap and Trade, and specifically Ontario Municipal Commuter 

Cycling Program funding, it is essential that progress in sustainable transportation is funded 

within the municipal budget.   

 

We also specifically recommend for the 2019 municipal budget: 

 Saturday transit schedules on Sundays (citizens need to work, shop and get around on 

Sundays like any other day), and earlier start times (so that people can get to work) 

 Cycling infrastructure originally submitted for Ontario Municipal Commuter Cycling 

Program funding for 2019 

 Significant increase (>3x) in capital funding allocated for sidewalks, to fill gaps in the 

sidewalk network as identified and prioritized by the Sidewalk Priority Index 

 

4.  Local Food and Agriculture 

Food security is essential to basic quality of life, while local food is an important part of the 

local economy and tourism. 

 

We recommend that implementation of the Greater Sudbury Food Strategy be funded in the 

2019 and subsequent municipal budgets, as action items are approved by Council. 

 

We also recommend that staff time be allocated for the support of community gardens.  A 

growing number of community gardens play an important role in food security, food literacy, 



social connections and quality of life in Greater Sudbury.  The loss of a city staff liaison for 

community gardens has been a hardship for these volunteer led assets. 

 

5.  Community engagement  

Citizens connecting with their City and with each other makes a big difference to quality of life.  

When the efforts of volunteers to enhance their community is supported, a huge amount of 

volunteer time, in-kind donations, grants, and community good will is leveraged. 

 

We recommend that the completion of the community engagement policy WITH the 

community be included in the 2019 municipal budget. 

We also recommend that community engagement and community development be 

adequately resourced, including required staff time. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this input to the 2019 City of Greater Sudbury municipal budget. 

 

Contact: 

Naomi Grant 

Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury 

grant_naomi@hotmail.com 

705-673-1874 

mailto:grant_naomi@hotmail.com

