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379 Ronka Rd. 

Worthington, ON 
P0M 3H0 

 (705) 866-1677 
Info@VermilionRiverStewards.ca 

VermilionRiverStewards.ca 
 
 

 
15 January 2020 
 
 
Scott McPherson, R.P.F. 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
311 Harrison Drive 
Sudbury, ON 
P3E 5E1 
By email:  SMcpherson@sudburyforest.com 
 
Mike Liukko, R.P.F. 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
5520 Hwy 101 East 
South Porcupine, ON 
P0N1H0 
By email:  2020sudburyFMP@ontario.ca  
 
Re: Review of the Draft 2020 – 2030 Sudbury Forest Management Plan 
 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
The Vermilion River Stewardship (VRS) is writing to offer our comments on the Draft 2020 – 
2030 Sudbury Forest Management Plan.  Thank you for extending our comment deadline! Your 
consideration is very much appreciated! 
 
The specific areas of concern (AOC) for the VRS are the Margaret, Anne and Three Corner 
Lake areas in Louise and Lorne Townships.  The forest area within and surrounding this triangle 
of lakes has cultural heritage landscape values and is of significance to this community.  The 
area has been used for cross country skiing, snowmobiling, hunting, trapping and fishing by the 
Finnish Community since the early 1900s.  The Beaver Lake II history book mentions that 
“Swanti Kangas trapped the southeast of Lorne Township around Ann Lake, Margaret Lake and 
North West Lake” 1, Elmer Wirtanen has held a trapping licence in that area since 1961, and 
Kevin Miester will take that area over sometime in the future.  Elmer said that to his knowledge 
the area around Margaret Lake has never been logged before. There are old trails throughout 
this area that have provided access to these lakes for this community for over a century.   

mailto:Info@VermilionRiverStewards.ca
mailto:SMcpherson@sudburyforest.com
mailto:2020sudburyFMP@ontario.ca


 
 
 
  

 
 

2 

Basemap 4605120 also reveals the archaeological potential of the area surrounding Margaret 
Lake and much of Three Corner Lake.  VRS submits that this area is of high cultural heritage 
value to this community.  
 
I have personally seen stands of Old Growth Red and White Pine in this area during winter ski 
excursions.  The White Pine stands are reflected on this map; however, the map does not 
reflect any Red Pine located in this area, let alone any Old Growth forest.  VRS is aware of a 
stand of Red Pine at the northern and northeastern end of Margaret Lake, as well as a stand 
between Margaret Lake and Three Corner Lake. 
 

1. VRS recommends that if this proposal moves forward that the Old Growth Red and 
White Pine be conserved, and that only shelterwood or selection cutting take place in 
and around this highly valued area of Margaret, Ann and Three Corner Lakes.  

 
VRS would also bring your attention to a campsite at the south end of Three Corner Lake that 
should be treated as a designated campsite, and there are some large Red and White Pines in 
this area as well.  To the west of the camp site is a high cliff and an intermittent stream that 
flows down from Margaret Lake into Three Corner Lake.  To get to this campsite from the 
Vermilion River, it is necessary to take Ann Creek, to Ann Lake, and at the narrowest point 
under low water conditions it is necessary to portage the canoe from the outlet of Ann Lake into 
Three Corner Lake.   
 

1. VRS recommends this path be designated as a Canoe Route and Portage Area. 
2. VRS also recommends the campsite at the south end of Three Corner Lake be marked 

as a Designated Campsite. 
 
The proposed access to the Margaret Lake area would be through a primary road corridor, with 
an additional 3.4 km of new construction added to the Dieppe-Truman Road.  Development of 
this road would open up this remote and valued area and place wildlife, plant and old growth 
tree species at risk.  Native to this area are Osprey, Bald Eagle, Whippoorwill, Great Blue 
Heron, wolf, bear, moose, deer, fox, marten, and many other valued species that could be 
placed at risk by opening up public access to this area. 
 

3. VRS is opposed to the Dieppe-Truman Road being extended into this highly valued 
remote area. 

 
Aerial spraying of herbicides and pesticides can negatively impact on fragile lake and riverine 
ecosystems. 
 

4. VRS recommends that there be no aerial spraying allowed in this AOC. 
 
A recent study revealed the importance of trees to take carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and 
use it in a photosynthesis process, which allows them to grow and ultimately store that carbon in 
their leaves and other parts.  “The restoration of trees remains among the most effective 
strategies for climate change mitigation.”2  Therefore, our trees have a vital role in tackling 
climate change, and we should be preserving them and planting more, rather than clear cutting 
large tracts.  If trees must be cut, then selection or shelterwood techniques must be the first 
choice.  Forest conservation is the best climate change solution available to date, but it will take 
decades for new forests to mature and achieve this potential.  There are very few undisturbed 
landscapes left in this area and it should be preserved.  
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5. VRS recommends that for the sake of climate change mitigation that preserving this 

unique area must be a priority. 
 
Additionally, the surrounding Indigenous communities should receive tangible benefits, such as 
jobs, revenue and/or resource sharing if this proposal moves forward. 
 
Let’s ensure our forests, lakes and rivers are managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations.   
 
Again, thank you for this opportunity to comment! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 

 
 

1 Beaver Lake II:  Sisu, Stumps, and Sugar Lumps – A Way of Life. Edited by G.O. Tapper, Ph.D., and O.W. Saarinen, 
Ph.D., Laurentian University, City of Greater Sudbury, Ontario, Canada, 2003.  ISBN 0-88667-062-4.  P-147 
2 The global tree restoration potential.  Jean-Francois Bastin, Yelena Finegold, Claude Garcia, Danilo Mollicone, 
Marcello Rezender, Devin Routh, Constantine M. Zohner Thomas W. Crowther. 
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