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17 April 2019 
 
 
 
Councillor Michael Vagnini 
Ward 2 
 
By email: Michael.Vagnini@GreaterSudbury.ca  
 
 
 
Re: Parking at Ella Road Boat Launch Area 
 
Dear Councillor Vagnini: 
 
The Vermilion River Stewardship (VRS) is grateful that you and the City of Greater Sudbury 
staff are working with our community to help resolve the parking issues at the Ella Road boat 
launch area.    
 
As you know, there are a number of landowners with camps and homes on the other side of the 
Vermilion River and Ella Lake that rely on the Ella Road landing area to access their lake 
properties.  
 
This has led to a very congested parking situation where safety has become a serious issue 
when emergency vehicles can’t get through to local residents because of vehicles blocking the 
roadway.  Consequently, the City was enforcing the 4-hour parking limit and ticketing vehicles.  
A 4-hour parking limit is not workable for camp and property owners who frequent their camps 
for days and weeks at a time, and we are very grateful that you arranged for a temporary 
moratorium on ticketing.  Unfortunately, the problem with congestion and safety issues persists.    
 
VRS has been working on a long-term solution by working with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry to obtain a parcel of Crown land for the creation of a parking lot; 
however, that will take more time.  In the interim, VRS is recommending a short-term solution 
that will provide safe and convenient parking for Ella Lake landowners and allow parking 
officials the freedom to ticket unauthorized and/or illegally parked vehicles.   
 
VRS recommends the following as a short-term solution: 
 

1. A generous area be designated as “Permitted Parking Only” in an area near the boat 
launch area. 
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2. Camp owners would have an opportunity to purchase an annual parking permit to be 
prominently displayed on the dash of their vehicle to allow them to park in the “Permitted 
Parking Only” area. 

3. Camp owners could purchase either an annual Individual (one car) or a Family Parking 
permit (for up to 4 vehicles) from the City. 

4. The number and size of signs posted in the “No Parking” area would be increased, and 
the “Permitted Parking Only” area be well signed. 

5. One sign should be posted when entering Ella Road and another at the boat launch 
area, warning that “Unauthorized vehicles parked in the Permitted Parking Only area will 
be fined and/or towed”. 

6. Those vehicles with a permit displayed on their dash would be allowed to park outside of 
the Permitted Parking Only area as long as they are parked legally (this allows for 
overflow when no space is available in the designated area). 
 

Many camps on Vermilion River and Ella Lake are shared amongst the family and may have 
four or more vehicles that may need to be parked at the landing area.  When families come to 
their camps, they may have groceries, coolers, luggage and gear that will need to be carried to 
their boats.  Providing permits for camp owners to park near the boat launch area will make it 
much easier for them to transfer items when arriving and leaving. 
 
We understand that permits may need to be available to everyone; however, most casual 
fishermen and day-trippers would not likely spend the money for an annual permit.  Therefore, 
we believe this would be a workable short-term solution to the parking issues. 
 
It is also important to note several other precedents that have been set for Permitted Parking in 
the City, such as permits for the handicapped, designated parking for the YMCA, Parkside 
Seniors Centre (short-term at meters), longer terms in parking lots, and no-limit parking permits 
for City Councillors.  Charging a fee for an annual permit would also provide revenue to the City 
which could be put to good use. 
  
VRS requests that you take these recommendations forward to the appropriate City staff.   
 
We look forward to your response! 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 
(705) 866-1677 
 


