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29 March 2022 
 
Paul Javor 
Drainage Engineer/Project Manager 
City of Greater Sudbury 
By email to:  Paul.Javor@greatersudbury.ca 
 
Pippy Warburton, P. Eng. 
Consultant 
AECOM 
By email to:  Pippy.Warburton@aecom.com  
 
Re: Stormwater Funding Feasibility Study 
 
Dear Sirs/Madame: 
 
The Vermilion River Stewardship (VRS) is pleased to comment on the City of Greater Sudbury’s 
Stormwater Funding Feasibility Study to provide a sustainable and reliable funding source to 
support its current and future stormwater management. 
 
The issue is that current funding does not enable the City to address the stormwater challenges 
and keep up with identified funding needs. The City funds stormwater management through 
property taxes, which are assessed based on property value and not on how much stormwater 
the property produces. 
 
The VRS strongly opposes both the stormwater management costs being excluded from 
our municipal tax bill, and “the preferred funding option” of “a stormwater charge included 
on a monthly utility bill”.  
 
It is concerning that the City is making an exception to the municipal taxing system to separate 
stormwater management from our municipal taxes, in favour of a separate stormwater levy based 
on the Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) concept. The ERU concept “considers the amount of 
impervious area on a property, and all residential units would pay the same rate based on the 
average impervious area of all residential properties in Greater Sudbury. Non-residential 
properties would pay based on their measured imperviousness.”  
 
Today it may be stormwater management separated from our tax base, but tomorrow it could be 
wastewater treatment, fire services, police services, etc. This is not an accountable way of dealing 
with the situation the City finds itself in with aging infrastructure and a lack of funds to remedy the 
situation. 
 
Removing stormwater from the tax base is a sleight of hand that takes the pressure off the Mayor 
and Council for decisions they have made in the past for maintenance and upgrades to 
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stormwater infrastructure, as well as decisions on spending in other areas. Furthermore, by 
excluding stormwater management from our tax levy, it allows the Mayor and Council to continue 
on with unsustainable spending for nice to have projects, such as the KED, versus need to have 
projects, such as essential services. 
 
Recommendation 1: The City must reject the “preferred funding option”, excluding stormwater 
from municipal taxes to instead charge these costs through a monthly utility bill.  
 
Recommendation 2: Stormwater management must continue to be funded through our municipal 
tax levy system. If taxes must be raised, they should be fairly assessed to address our infra-
structure needs effectively, both now and into the future.  
 
Surtax Grey Infrastructure and Green Tax Credits for Green Mitigation Measures: 
 
The VRS recognizes the importance of finding a more equitable and sustainable way to pay for 
stormwater management. However, it would be best to do this by charging an additional surtax 
on properties with large impervious surfaces. In addition, the City should offer Green Tax Credits 
for those property owners removing hard surfaces and incorporating naturalized areas and green 
infrastructure that filters and absorbs stormwater where it falls. These measures would help fund 
the increased stormwater costs, discourage grey infrastructure, and encourage green infrastruc-
ture to lessen stormwater runoff. 
 
Recommendation 3: Increase the general tax levy on all residential property owners that would 
include a surtax that considers large units of impervious surfaces on the property. 
 
Recommendation 4: Increase the tax levy on industrial/commercial properties that would include 
a surtax that considers the units of impervious surfaces on the property. 
 
Recommendation 5: Create a Green Tax Credit program where residential and commercial 
property owners reducing or removing grey infrastructure and/or incorporating green 
infrastructure into their property are rewarded through a reduction in their taxes. 
 
Recommendation 6: VRS emphasizes the importance of using a watershed approach and 
incorporating green infrastructure into stormwater management planning and renewal to ensure 
resilience of our lakes and rivers to a warming climate.  
  
It is vitally important that this tax and surtax process be fair and equitable to all taxpayers and that 
the City of Sudbury remains open, transparent, and accountable for its spending decisions.     
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Linda Heron 
Chair, Vermilion River Stewardship 
 


